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BROOKDALE LIQUID WASTE TREATMENT PLANT 

1138. Mr ANDREWS to the Minister for the Environment and Heritage:   
Will the Government meet its commitments in relation to hazardous waste going to the Brookdale liquid waste 
treatment plant?   

Dr EDWARDS replied: 
I thank the member for his question and for his interest in this treatment plant.   

Just over a year ago when we first came to government, I was shocked to learn that the Brookdale liquid waste 
treatment plant was operating outside its approvals.  The community was quite angry and upset about that as 
well.  As a result, we undertook a range of investigations to see whether there were alternatives for the hazardous 
waste that was going to Brookdale.  In December last year, the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure and I 
outlined a strategy whereby the hazardous waste would be managed over the months to come and that from 30 
June this year no waste would be taken to Brookdale.  We are well on target to achieve that.  In January and 
February, we stopped perchlorethylene and polychlorinated biphenyl wastes going to the plant.  We 
subsequently ordered audits and unannounced inspections of the site to ensure that the plan in place was being 
followed through.  I am grateful for the assistance we have received from the department, the community and the 
local member in getting the community involved and making sure that our commitment is followed through.   

We have set up a community consultative committee, and members of the community have been taken inside the 
plant as those audits and inspections are carried out.  We want to ensure that members of the community are at 
our shoulder as we keep to the commitment we have given.  The Environmental Protection Authority has 
reassured the Government that there are no environmental or health issues at the site.  Nevertheless, I am aware 
that people in the local community have been raising some health concerns.  I understand a recent study 
undertaken has been looked at by the Department of Health.  I have been informed by the Department of Health 
that there are some problems with the study; that is, the sample size was probably too small to draw the 
conclusions that have been drawn, and there are some questions about the methodology.  However, the 
Department of Health is following up that matter with the people who carried out the study.  We are not ignoring 
this site.  We are now undertaking ground monitoring and we have put in place a plan to undertake air 
monitoring at the site.  We are taking this site seriously.  We are not like the previous Government.   

In July 1999, the previous Government was informed that this site was taking waste outside its approvals.  What 
happened?  Nothing.  When I found out about it, I told the Department of Environmental Protection and the EPA 
to find alternatives, as this situation was not suitable for the community.  This Government has put in place a 
responsible strategy.  It has set it out very clearly.  Audits and unannounced inspections have taken place over 
that period.  We are now at the end of that strategy and it is neatly falling into place.  
 


